CHIEF MINISTER

Parliament House GPO Box 3146
State Square Darwin NT 0801
Darwin NT 0800 Telephone: 08 8936 5590

minister.ahkit@nt.gov.au

Ms Sue Shearer

Chief Executive Officer
Council of the Ageing NT
GPO Box 852

DARWIN NT 0801

Dear M@d&?féarer

Thank you for your correspondence and sharing the Council of the Ageing NT's (COTA
NT) Recommendations for the Northemn Territory Government.

The Territory Labor Government continues to recognise that Senior Territorians are a
critical part of the Territory community and economy and we remain committed to policies
that safeguard their wellbeing, dignity, and quality of life. Through collaboration and
consultation, we will work tirelessly to create a Territory where our seniors are valued,
respected, and empowered to live fulfilling lives with dignity and independence.

Pending a successful result at the August 2024 election, Territory Labor will continue to
work with COTA to determine the best path forward for supporting Senior Territorians,
including consideration of the items identified in your Recommendations document relating
to 1) Aged Care, 2) Housing, 3) Cost of Living, 4) Safety, 5) Health & Wellbeing, and
6) Civil Rights.

| also eagerly anticipate the opportunity to unveil further commitments by the Territory
Labor Government in the forthcoming 2024 Budget in May and beyond. Building upon our
efforts to support Senior Territorians, this Budget 2024 will serve as a platform to introduce
policies and investments aimed at empowering our seniors and | believe align with many
of the principles behind the items advocated for in your Recommendations document.

Aged Care

Territory Labor remains deeply committed to advocating for and supporting the needs of
our senior Territorians. \We pledge to continue collaborating with the Federal Government
and advocating for increased funding, improved access to services, and enhanced quality
of care for our aging population.



Acknowledging the existence of the NT Seniors Policy 2021-2026, we recognise the
recommendation for the development of a long-term Aged Care Strategy tailored to
Territory seniors. In alignment with our existing policy framework, we are dedicated to
working closely with COTA to ensure that a strategy complements and integrates
seamlessly with our efforts to support and empower senior Territorians.

Housing

Territory Labor knows how important housing is for senior Territorians as it directly impacts
their overall well-being, health, and quality of life. Adequate housing provides a sense of
security, stability, and independence for seniors, enabling them to age in place with dignity.

Territory Labor remains committed to collaborating with relevant stakeholders, including
COTA, to address housing challenges comprehensively. Our focus includes exploring
innovative solutions, advocating for increased funding, and implementing policies that
promote affordable and accessible housing options for seniors.

The Federal Government Liveable Housing Design requirements came into force on
1 October 2023 and applies to all new house builds in the Northern Territory. These
changes are applicable to Senior Territorians as well as those with physical impairments.
Liveable Housing Design focuses on the key structural and spatial elements that are critical
to ensure future flexibility and adaptability of the home.

This includes step-free access to one entrance door to a home, internal doors and
corridors which facilitate unimpeded movement between spaces, and a toilet and shower
that facilitate independent access and use and can support future installation of grab rails
(or the like), with a toilet located on the ground or entry level of the home. Incorporating
these features will avoid more costly home modification if required in the future.

The Territory Labor Government understands the importance of social and affordable
housing and we are focussed on improving housing options for all Territorians, whether
that be in our urban centres or remote communities — and that includes social and
affordable housing.

In 2022, we released the Northern Territory Community Housing Growth Strategy 2022-
2032 that was developed to transform the way social and affordable housing is delivered
to Territorians and a diverse and sustainable community housing sector.

| am proud that our Government delivered the John Stokes social housing project with 78
units focussed on seniors, people with disabilities and key workers. We are also working
on building new social and affordable housing in line with the Commonwealth government
initiatives.

A re-elected Territory Labor Government will continue to explore partnerships with the
Commonwealth Government and private investors to develop residential/retirement
homes for Senior Territorians.



Cost of Living

The Territory Labor Government is focussed on supporting Territorians and their cost of
living pressures. We will keep looking at ways to drive down the cost of living because of
the impact on everyday Territorians.

Only this Government has demonstrated a commitment to keeping your power assets in
government hands and through our Community Service Obligation payments putting
downward pressure on the cost of electricity.

We are committed to continuing the Seniors Card, and where possible extending it, and
will explore viable options to increase to MVR discount on registration. | look forward to
Budget 2024 containing initiatives in this space.

Safety

Every Territorian deserves to be safe at home, at work, and in their community — and every
Territorian deserves to feel safe, every day.

Since becoming the new Chief Minister four months ago — | have been developing my plan
to get the Territory working — central to this is to tackle crime with proven solutions that work.
What we know is that quick fixes won’t work. Solving crime in the Territory requires hard work
and a plan that attacks the issue from all sides.

We all know that long term fixes — centred on all Territorians where ever they live and work —
will take time but we have to tackle now the immediate problem of crime in our streets and
homes.

Territorians deserve better than slogans and catchphrases. They deserve a detailed plan that
has funding and targets to ensure it is real and effective.

My plan to tackle crime is based on common sense and investing more than ever before in
the Northern Territory Police Force.

My plan to lower crime will deliver more police on our streets, more vans and equipment for
police to help them on the frontline and upgrades to technology and facilities so police can
respond to the community quicker.

In the weeks ahead | will be outlining each component of my plan to strengthen our police so
it is better placed to prevent, disrupt and deal with crime.

This week, my Government committed to an extra 200 sworn police officers over the next
four years. The Territory Labor Government will ensure the Northern Territory Police Force
has exactly what it needs to keep the community safe.

The Northern Territory Government is also currently undertaking a comprehensive review of
NT Police in response to the evolving needs and expectations of our community. | look
forward to the public release of the Review and its recommendations in the coming weeks.



In addition to my plan to boost police strength, the Territory Labor Government has:

. Introduced a new presumption against bail for serious violent offences involving
a prohibited or controlled weapon.

. Introduced legislation to empower Police to better prevent and respond to knife
crime in our community.

o Passed trespass laws which give businesses greater certainty around issuing
trespass orders.

. Comprehensive reform to address alcohol related harm.

) Introduced new enforced corrections orders and enforced behaviour change

programs to break the cycle of reoffending.

o Established bail support accommodation to ensure people comply with bail
conditions and do not reoffend.

o Delivered record investment in new programs to break the cycle of reoffending
so we stop crime before it starts including new vocational education and training
programs in our prisons.

. Established the Territory Safety Division dedicated to high visibility policing and
social order response and enforcement.

Territorians have asked us for change, and we are making changes. They have asked us
to do more, and we are doing more. They are saying loud and clear they want the Territory
to be a safer place for all, and that’s exactly what we want too.

Health and Wellbeing

Territory Labor values the good health and wellbeing for all Territorians and providing
affordable services that support the best care possible. This is a key priority of the Northern
Territory Government Seniors Policy 2021-2026 which COTA had considerable input into.

The Northern Territory Government kept Territorians safe throughout the COVID-19
pandemic with comprehensive delivery of screening, testing, vaccination, quarantine,
border controls and acute care services.

Territory Labor has invested more in health services that any other Government, including:
. Delivered the new Palmerston Regional Hospital in 2018 with 116 beds and a

state of the art hydrotherapy pool.

o Expanded the Alan Walker Cancer Care Centre with additional chemotherapy
chairs and support services, including enabling more clinical trials.

o Delivered the Territory’s first cyclotron for radioisotope production for the PET
Scanner to enable more Territorians to have essential diagnostic tests without
needing to go interstate.

o Upgraded Alice Springs Hospital with a new intensive care unit, new cardiology
and oncology clinic areas and new renal ward.

. Delivered the dedicated 10 bed Alice Springs hospice.



o Delivered Gove District Hospital CT Scanner and new Emergency Department.

o Delivered Nhulunbuy Flexible Care facility to provide care for people with
disability or aged care needs.

o Delivered the Housing Accommodation Support Initiative (HASI) in Darwin and
Alice Springs to support people living in the community with mental health
issues.

In addition, one of the key strategies of Northern Territory Sport and Active Recreation
Strategic Plan: 2021-2025 is to include sport and active recreation providers in the NT
Seniors Recognition Scheme.

Civil Rights

Every Territorian has a right to receive compassionate, high quality and accessible care at
the end of their life. Following the introduction of the Restoring Territory Rights Act 2022
(Cth) the Territory Labor Government is considering legalising voluntary assisted dying
(VAD) in the Northern Territory. An expert panel led by former Administrator, the
Honourable Vicki O’Halloran AO CVO and Mr Duncan McConnel SC was established with
a program of Territory wide consultations to develop a framework for VAD.

The Panel will provide a report to Government by 31 July 2024 for consideration into the
development of the NT VAD legislation and service model for the next term of government.

| take this opportunity to thank you for your contributions on the VAD consultative
committee and the government looks forward to the Report and its recommended
framework for consideration if re-elected.

Thank you for your ongoing advocacy and commitment to a fair, inclusive, age friendly and

equitable society for all Senior Territorians and |, and Ministers in my Government, look
forward to working with COTA and the Territorians you represent in the years to come.

Yours sincerely
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EVA LAWLER
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