
Dear Ms Shearer

Thank you for your correspondence dated 19 February 2024, providing us with a
copy of COTA NT’s 2024 election recommendations.

We have always been, and will continue to be, very supportive ofthe work that COTA
NT does in our community. As Shadow Minister, i am gratefui for the time we spent
discussing your recommendations.

Senior Territorians play a critical role in the social and economic growth of the
Territory. The countless volunteering hours, family support and economic
contributions they make strengthen the Territory.

It is vital that Senior Territorians are supported to stay in the Territory. That is why
we have announced our new HomeGrown Territory Program that will help
Territorians build a new home and encourage more people to move to the Territory.
For first home buyers the HomeGrown Territory Grant will include a $50,000 grant to
build a new home with no cap on build price. This will boost construction activity and
increase supply with a $10,000 grant to buy an existing home with no cap on

purchase price. Additionally, the FreshStart New Home will be available to everyone
and this will include a $30,000 grant to build a new home. In an Australian—first this

includes anyone who has previously owned or currently owns a home. Many Territory
Seniors will be able to use the $30,000 to downsize their home. This policy will
support entire families to own their own home and stay here in the Territory.

We understand the key priorities for your members are aged care, housing, cost of
living, safety, health and wellbeing and civil rights. ln addition to the priorities of COTA
NT and our discussions with you, l have also independently held a number of
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