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I acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Elders past and present, of these lands where I work and live; teach and learn; talk and listen. 

 
The Hon Natasha Fyles, MLA 
Chief Minister and Minister for Health 
Via -email         9th March 2023 
 
 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
RE: FLU VACCINATIONS NOW ONLY AVAILABLE FROM GP’S 
 
I write on behalf of over 31,00 seniors who reside in the Northern Territory who will now have to make an 
appointment with a GP to have their 2023 flu vaccination. 
 
It was pointed out to COTA NT that in 2022, NT health gave over- 65’s flu vaccinations to community 
pharmacies and the pharmacies charged a $15.00 vaccination fee.  In 2022, the Over-65 flu vaccinations were 
just under $70.00.  Apparently in 2023 community pharmacies were not given access to the NIB-funded flu 
vaccinations and the only option for seniors is to see a GP. 
 
As we are all aware, there is an acute shortage of GPs throughout the Territory, and basically to now force 
seniors to visit GPs for this often lifesaving vaccination, we believe will place unnecessary wait times on 
receiving these vaccinations, not to mention the extra financial cost.  It is common knowledge that the flu, 
which often leads to pneumonia, is one of the biggest dangers to seniors and causes of death throughout 
Australia. 
 
We would urge you to overturn the present situation and enable community pharmacies to be able to deliver 
the 2023 flu vaccinations. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Sue Shearer 
CEO – COTA NT 
 
CC Minister for Seniors – the Hon. Lauren Moss - MLA 
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