ACTING MINISTER FOR SENIORS

Parliament House GPO Box 3146
State Square Darwin NT 0801
Darwin NT 0800 Telephone: 08 8936 5532
minister.moss@nt.gov.au Facsimile: 08 8936 5637

Ms Sue Shearer

Chief Executive Officer
COTANT Inc

GPO Box 852
DARWIN NT 0801

Dear Ms Shearer

Thank you for your correspondence dated 20 March 2022, on behalf of the Council of the
Ageing Northern Territory (COTA NT) Board regarding a request to increase the funding
available on the Northern Territory Seniors Recognition Scheme (NTSRS) prepaid card.

The Northern Territory Government is committed to supporting and recognising the
valuable contribution senior Territorians make to the community. The Scheme is unique to
the Northern Territory. No other comparable program nationally provides this level of
funding and recognition of seniors.

In 2018, through the introduction of the NTSRS, the support available to seniors increased
from $500 every two years for travel only, to $500 each financial year. These funds can
now be used by seniors at almost any business.

An increase to the value of the NTSRS prepaid card is not being considered at this time.

Separately, the Northern Territory Concession Scheme (NTCS) provides concessions to
the most vulnerable members of the community on long term income support payments,
including Age Pension recipients.

The Department of Territory Families, Housing and Communities is committed to ensuring
all eligible Territorians are accessing the full benefits of the NTSRS and NTCS.

In 2022-23, through regional integration and remote service expansion, the Department
will further improve awareness and increase membership for both NTSRS and NTCS
throughout the Northern Territory.
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Ms Shakira Baulderstone, Acting Manager Concessions will be in contact in the coming
weeks to arrange a briefing on the planned 2022-23 membership engagement activities.
Ms Baulderstone can be contacted via email Shakira.Baulderstone@nt.gov.au or
telephone on 8999 1943.

Yours sincerely

5&% %Zo
SELENA UIBO
- 5 MAY 2021



