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I acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Elders past and present, of these lands where I work and live; teach and learn; talk and listen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hon Natasha Fyles, MLA          27th May 2022 
Chief Minister and Health Minister 
 
 
 
Via e-mail 
 
Dear Chief Minister 
 
RE:  NON-FILLING OF THE POSITION FOR AN AGE AND DISABILITY OFFICER IN KATHERINE 
 
I write on behalf of seniors who are over 60, of which there are over 1,500 located in the Katherine region, who have just 
learnt that the incumbent who works in the Age and Disability position in Katherine is soon to retire, and the position will 
not be filled, instead staff from the Darwin office will visit. 
 
This leaves a huge void in services for seniors in the Katherine and also, we would query the cost effectiveness of 
servicing Katherine from Darwin with travel costs, i.e., fuel, accommodation and other overheads when a local resident 
could be offered this position which would keep overheads lower. 
 
COTA NT and our seniors in Katherine are really at a loss to understand why this position will not be filled as it provided a 
vital support and information service for Katherine seniors, plus also provides an employment position in Katherine for a 
local resident. 
 
While we generally support economies of scale, we believe this to be to the detriment of seniors located in a regional 
area.  While some services could be centralized, we believe that is definitely not one of them. 
 
We would urge that this decision be reconsidered, and that this much needed service is provided in Katherine by 
employing a permanent Age and Disability worker who resides in Katherine on a permanent basis. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SUE SHEARER 
CEO - COTANT 
 
 
CC Minister for Seniors 
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