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I acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Elders past and present, of these lands where I work and live; teach and learn; talk and listen. 

The Chief Minister,         20th March 2022 
The Hon Michael Gunner, MLA 
GPO Box 3146 
DARWIN NT  0801 
 
Dear Chief Minister 
 
RE: NT SENIORS RECOGNITION SCHEME 
 
I write on behalf of the COTA NT Board and as the peak body and the voice of seniors in the Territory to request 
that consideration be given to increasing the amount of funding available on the NT Seniors Recognition 
Scheme. 
 
As you are aware, at present, $500.00 is provided to each and every Territory senior over 65 years on an 
annual basis.  COTA NT was very pleased when the vendor codes were increased to allow seniors to buy other 
much needed products such as white goods, veterinary, pharmaceuticals, and a whole host of other products. 
 
However, as you know, the cost of living has sky-rocketed and our seniors on low incomes are struggling, 
especially those in private rentals still waiting for public housing.   With rental, fuel, food and other necessities 
increasing on a day to day basis, seniors are struggling to make ends meet. 
 
While the Australian Federal Government has increased the pension by $20 per fortnight, this hardly assists 
seniors to have a decent quality of life. 
 
To this end, COTA NT would request that the NT Government consider increasing the amount provided to 
seniors on the NT Seniors Recognition Scheme.  Our figures suggest that 16,000 seniors would be eligible, so 
COTA NT believes that another $100.00 minimum should be made available.  This would cost the NT 
Government approximately $1,600,000.00 to fund.  With inflation also rising, the current amount of $500.00 
has not been increased for over three years, and we would point out that all other funding normally receives 
the CPI increases.   
 
We would urge the NT Government to consider increasing this important payment for Territory seniors. 
 
Kinds regards 

 
 
Sue Shearer – CEO COTA NT 
 
CC: Minister Worden 
CC: Minister Moss 
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