
Monday 15 June 2015

Council on the Ageing NT thanks you for coming along 
today to show your support of elder abuse prevention 
and help to raise awareness of elder abuse. This is the 
10th anniversary of World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.
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Elder abuse (also called elder 
mistreatment or senior abuse) – as 
defined by WHO is "a single, or 
repeated act, or lack of appropriate 
action, occurring within any 
relationship where there is an 
expectation of trust, which causes 
harm or distress to an older person."
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In 2006, the International Network for 
Prevention of Elder Abuse (INPEA) 
designated 15th June as World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD). 
Events held across the globe on this 
day help raise awareness of elder 
abuse and highlight ways to challenge 
such abuse.
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Council on the Ageing NT welcomes
• Sally Sievers, Anti-Discrimination 

Commissioner 
• Gillian Brearley, Department of 

Health’s Psychogeriatric Service
• Lorraine Gibbs, Darwin Community 

Legal Service (DCLS)
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The core element within elder abuse 
specifically is the "expectation of trust" 
of the older person toward their abuser. 
Thus, elder abuse can include harms by 
people the older person knows, trusts or 
with whom they have a relationship 
(spouse, partner, family member, a friend 
or neighbour, or people that the older 
person relies on for services). Harms may 
be physical, psychological/ emotional, 
financial, sexual and neglect."
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