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I acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Elders past and present, of these lands where I work and live; teach and learn; talk and listen. 

Mrs Kate Worden MLA        11th February 2021 
Minister for Territory Housing – Urban 
 
Vi E-mail 
 
 
Dear Minister 
 
RE: ANOMOLIES IN THE INCOME AND ASSETS TESTS FOR ELIGIBILITY FOR TERRITORY HOUSING. 
 
I write on behalf of COTA NT’s members and seniors throughout the Territory regarding the lowering of the 
assets for eligibility for public housing. 
 
The former household asset limit was $252,242.00, which closely aligned with the Federal Governments asset 
for eligibility for the Age Pension.  However, the asset eligibility has now been lowered to $70,142.00, which 
obviously does not align with the aged pension assets. 
 
Coupled with this is the obvious rise in private rental, which has increased over 7.8% in the last three months. 
While the Commonwealth Rental Assistance Scheme offers approximately $160.00 per fortnight, this does not 
alleviate financial stress when the average rental is now $300 to $400 weekly- so on average $600 to $800 a 
fortnight.  So, I am sure you will agree that there is not much left for food, fuel or other necessities. 
 
As the average senior women, especially baby boomers, only has $100,000 to $180,000 in super, and they are 
in the private rental market, their future looks very dim indeed. 
 
We would urge the NT Government to re-assess the asset limit for eligibility to access public housing.  
 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
Sue Shearer 
CEO – COTA NT 

 
 
CC: Mr Ken Davies 
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