Parliament House GPO Box 3146
State Square Darwin NT 0801
Darwin NT 0800 Telephone: 08 8936 5553

minister.worden@nt.gov.au

Ms Sue Shearer
Chief Executive Officer
Council on the Ageing Northern Territory

Via Email: ceo@cotant.org.au
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Dear Ms S&aré?f OWe-

Thank you for your letter dated 11 February 2021, in which you detailed concerns with the
income and assets tests for eligibility for Northern Territory (NT) urban public housing and
requested support in lobbying for the indexation of Commonwealth Rent Assistance (CRA)
to regional median rental figures.

As the Minister for Territory Families and Urban Housing | am committed to improving
access to, and the affordability of, housing for Senior Territorians.

Criteria for determining eligibility for public housing are set out in the Income and Asset
Policy. This policy has been in place since January 2016, there has been no recent
changes to these limits apart from the annual increases which are in line with the Consumer
Price Index (CPI). The income and asset limit changes in 2016 were brought in to recognise
that public housing is intended to support those most in need. The table below shows the
current household income asset limits.

Household asset

W Eakiy e sds limit Household asset
Household Y g (new public housing limit (current Bond assistance
; household income i H
size applicants, current  tenants over 55 asset limit
limit
tenants under 55 years)
years)
1 $830 $71 426 $256 707 $5000
2 $1079 $101 911 $256 707 $5000
3 $1255 $161 410 $361 178 $5000
4 $1441 $161 410 $361 178 $5000
5 $1619 $161 410 $361 178 $5000
6 $1801 $161 410 $361 178 $5000
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The Department’s current Income and Assets policy differentiates between new public
housing applicants and existing tenants under 55 years, and existing tenants who are over
the age of 55 years. Under this policy, the household asset limit for current public housing
tenants aged over 55 years is more than double the standard asset limit.

Thank you for also for advising me of the Council on the Ageing NT’s (COTA NT) proposal
to lobby for the indexation of Commonwealth Rent Assistance (CRA) to regional median
rental figures. While the NT Government would support any reform to national housing
policies that would improve affordability of housing for seniors, further analysis on the
impact of the indexing model would be needed. It is possible that indexing to regional rent
models would reduce the CRA proportion provided in the NT. As the Commonwealth
Government is responsible for appropriation of the CRA budget, it will be critical that any
change to the method for calculating the amount of CRA that eligible households can
receive is matched with increased appropriation so that no eligible households are worse
off.

Should you wish to discuss these matters further, please contact Ms Christine Fitzgerald,
Executive Director Strategic Policy and Partnerships on 08 8999 8333 or by email at
christine.fitzgerald@nt.gov.au.

| thank you for your ongoing commitment to improving the lives of senior Territorians.

Yours sincerely
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KATE WORDEN
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