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             3 March 2021 
Minister Selina Uibo 
Attorney General 
GPO Box 3146 
DARWIN NT 0801 
Via E-mail  
 
Dear Minister 
 
A STAFFED OFFICE FOR THE PUBLIC TRUSTEE IN ALICE SPRINGS 
 
I write on behalf of, not just seniors but the population of Central Australia who do not have the services 
of a Public Trustee officer in Central Australia. 
 
This is a much-needed service which should be provided to residents as the need for advice on wills, the 
finalisation of estates for those who pass intestate, plus estate planning and the division of assets.  
Without this vital service, the residents of Central Australia are only serviced via Darwin, which only 
adds to the lengthy time frame for the settling of estates. 
 
Recently COTA NT conducted an “Are You Prepared?” information session and we had over 90 
attendees. However, there was not a representative from the Public Trustee to give advice. 
Unfortunately, it seems they do not have the budget to travel. COTA NT paid for a representative from 
the Public Trustee to travel to Katherine to be a part of our “Are You Prepared?“ information session in 
Katherine. These information sessions focus on topics such as Advance Personal Plans, Wills, 
information from the Public Trustee and the Public Guardian. 
 
Quite frankly we find it appalling that such a vital service does not have sufficient funding to conduct 
business in regional areas and have representation in regional areas. Therefore, we request that funding 
for a fully staffed office in Alice Springs be made available and sufficient funds for travel also be 
considered. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Sue Shearer 
CEO, COTA NT 
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