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for senior Territorians

23 March 2021
Senator the Hon. Jonathon Duniam
Assistant Minister for Industry
P OBo 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Minister
Support for mandatory accessibility standards to be included in the National Construction Code

In support of the Building Better Homes campaign, | am writing to urge you to support the inclusion of
mandatory minimum accessibility standards in the National Construction Code, when Building Ministers
meet on 30 April.

We are very happy to support the Building Better Homes Campaign and be part of a coalition of more
than 60 seniors, disability, housing, health and allied health organisations who support the inclusion of
mandatory accessibility standards. We too believe that a positive decision in April will be met with a
great deal of support across the Territory.

We look forward to Territorians being able to live in housing that meets their needs, especially for older
Territorians to age at home. We have a desperate shortage of suitable housing for people wishing to
stay at home, but unable to maintain safely a property built without accessibility in mind.

We support the reforms recommended by the Aged Care Royal Commission, which recommended,
“[a]s a matter of priority, [that] governments should work together to increase accessible housing,
including private rental housing and social and affordable housing, for the ageing population.”

We therefore urge you to support mandatory accessibility standards in the National Construction Code,
for the benefit of ALL Australians and for the for the future well-being of Territorians.

Kind regards
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Sue Shearer
CEO, COTANT

COTA NT Inc 65 Smith Street P: (08) 8941 1004
GPO Box 852 Darwin NT 0800 E: admin@cotant.org.au
Darwin NT 0801 ABN 86 316 991 800 www.cotant.org.au
I acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Elders past and present, of these lands where | work and live; teach and learn; talk and listen.
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