
COTA NT AGM 24TH OCTOBER 2018. 

 

Welcome everybody to the AGM of COTA NT. 

For those who don’t know me my name is Jan Jewell and I am the chair of 

COTA NT and COTA Coomalie Branch. 

I would like to on behalf of myself, the board, staff and volunteers of COTA to 

pass our condolences to Sally Bevis on the sudden passing of Graeme.  Graeme 

was an important member of our Board until he took over the position of CEO.  

This position he filled admirably, and he and Sally are the only people to 

receive life membership to COTA for the work they did with COTA on behalf of 

senior Territorians. 

COTA has had a very productive year, and I am proud to say that I have been 

representing COTA on numerous committees.  I represent COTA NT on three 

national committees with both face to face and teleconferences during the 

year.  Thanks to Mike and Ida who stepped up to take my place at a face to 

face in June and July when I was unable to attend due to medical reasons.  I am 

also a member of Ministers Advisory Council for Senior Territorians, the Expert 

Reference Group undertaking the review of NT Seniors Concessions, the Top 

End Health Advisory Committee and the Palmerston and Rural Regional 

Community Engagement group. Both of these committees advise the Health 

Department on issues from a consumer point of view. I am also involved in 

senior’s activities in the Coomalie Region. 

I would like to sincerely thank the Board, Staff and Volunteers of COTA NT for 

the excellent work they have done over the past year and a very special thanks 

to Sue Shearer our very competent CEO.  Sue has certainly made an impact on 

COTA during her short time here.  She has been very successful in increasing 

our grants funding and donations.  We were very lucky to be awarded by the 

NT Government the tender to produce and run the Seniors Card.  This funding 

has allowed us to open a part time branch in Alice Springs which allows us to 

get firsthand knowledge of the problems in other areas of the NT.  This helps 

both in talks with NT Government and presentations to COTA Australia to be 

included in advocacy to the Federal Government.  Welcome to Tania Roberts 

who has been seconded to us from the Dept of Families to help us to set up 

the Seniors Card.  Her tenure has been extended to December 2019. 



 

I am sure that Sue will expand on the operations of COTA over the year, so I 

won’t repeat them. 

Once again thank you for coming and a personal thank you from me to all the 

people who have contributed to this great organisation over the past year. 

 

 

 

 


