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Minister Fyles, MLA 
Attorney General, Northern Territory  
 
Mr Warren Snowden, OAM, MP, 
Member for Lingiari 
 
Mr. Luke Gosling, MP, 
Member for Solomon, 
 
Senator Malardari McCarthy 
 
Senator Sam McMahon 
 
28 January 2020 
 
Dear Northern Territory and Federal Parliamentarians 
 
RE: RELIGIOUS FREEDOM BILLS 
 
I write on behalf of COTA NT’s Board members and members regarding the proposed Religious Freedom Bills 
and to express our substantive concerns with the proposed legislation. 
 
Protecting religious freedoms should not override existing anti-discrimination protections. 
 
COTA NT does not support the provisions within the Bill that in practice overrides existing State and Territory 
level protections, nor that overrides provisions within the Federal Age Discrimination Act 2004, Disability 
Discrimination Act 1992 and the Sex Discrimination Act 1984. 
 
Along with our COTA counterparts, and our national body COTA Australia, COTA NT submits that this is a 
significant overreach of federal legislation that seeks to protect the rights of LGBTI older Australians, and 
people with various marital status, in the delivery of Commonwealth funded aged care.  Section 37 (2)(a) and 
Sections 23 (3)(b) of the Sex Discrimination Act 1984 remove religious exemptions for bodies that provided 
Commonwealth-funded aged care.  COTA NT strongly supported their introduction at the time and continues 
to support these provisions. 
 
The purpose of these sections was to increase protections for marginalised groups, with particular regard to 
the challenges faced by older members of the LGBTI community.  It is also designed to facilitate access, 
particularly where no alternative service provider was available in that location.  COTA NT our state and 
Territory counterparts have heard from many older LGBTI people that they would not access aged care 
services as they understood them to often be delivered by charitable church-based organisations and they did 
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not wish to suffer discrimination when being serviced by the aged care system.  This included both residential 
accommodation services and the delivery of personal and nursing care services within an individual’s home. 
 
COTA NT DOES NOT support the overriding of protections that ensure bodies in receipt of Commonwealth 
funding for the delivery of aged care services may refuse services to discriminate in the delivery of those 
services to people of certain sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, intersex status or marital status. 
 
Similarly, COTA NT supports protections which already exist in the NT, plus all other states. 
 
COTA NT would urge you to NOT support these changes to the Religious Freedom Bills. 
 
Your sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Sue Shearer 
CEO – COTA NT 
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