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From the Desk of the CEO 
COTA NT NEWS Issue 23: May 2019  

LOBBYING NEWS 

As usual – it has been heads down at COTA NT. We have been busy representing Seniors at a local and 
federal level, and with the upcoming Federal election, it is extremely important that your voice is 
heard and that you vote on the 18th May 2019. COTA NT, along with our state counterparts, have been 
lobbying hard on policies such as: 

• Dividend Imputation 

• Changes to Superannuation 

• Ageism 

• Health (including dental) 

• Housing.   
 

SOCIAL HOUSING - Commonwealth Rental Assistance Scheme 
With the release of Anglicare Australia Rental Affordability Snapshot, it is interesting to note that our 
governments, both state and federal, have walked away from social housing, and more people must 
fend for themselves. As you know, COTA NT has been lobbying for some time for the Commonwealth 
Rental Assistance Scheme to be reviewed. The scheme, which is the same in every state, needs 
reviewing as we all know that each state has varying median rentals. The assistance of $160.00 per 
fortnight might work in some states, but it needs to be indexed to each state’s median rentals. As we 
all know – one size does not fit all.   
 
The rental report shows that a mere 3.2% of private properties were affordable for a couple on the 
pension, and also of major concern was that less than one percent of properties were suitable and 
affordable for a single person on the age pension. The Territory has one of the highest percentage of 
renters (over 48% of Territorians rent).  We would also wonder how the new Negative Gearing policy 
put up by the Labour government will affect this market. Hopefully it won’t play a part in seeing a 
decrease in rental stock. 
 

NEWSTART ALLOWANCE 
We also call for the Federal government to raise the Newstart allowance.  For seniors who have been 
retrenched or are looking for work and have mortgages, what does $40.00 a day buy?   
 

AGED CARE PACKAGES 
With all the promises being bandied about, not much has been said about more Aged Care Packages.  
As the CEO of the Department of Health said at the Royal Commission Hearing into Aged Care, it would 
take $2.2 billion to bring the wait list down to three months. At present, we have seniors waiting over 
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two years for packages in the NT, while 28 seniors are languishing in our hospitals at a cost of 
$2,000.00 per day which the Territory government is responsible for. If the Federal government was 
serious about aged care, they would release more packages. 
 

AGED CARE NAVIGATORS 
Our Aged Care Navigators have been busy here in the Top End and also in Alice Springs. If you or your 
family need assistance in registering a family member for My Aged Care or gaining access to 
government funded aged care support, please contact Janet or Debbie who can help. 
 

• Aged Care Navigator based in Darwin 

Janet Brown 0466 544 552 
• Aged Care Navigator based in Alice Springs 

Debbie Pepper 0423 828 558 
 

HUMAN SERVICES INDUSTRY PLAN 
COTA NT will be attending the NT Human Services Industry Plan. You may ask what are Human 
Services? This includes disability, housing, homelessness, home and community care just to mention a 
few.  
 
As we all know, the Territory population is small and geographically isolated. Our 245,000 people make 
up only 1% of the Australian population, but we are spread over 17.5% of the Australian land mass – so 
how do we deliver services in this challenging demographic environment?  
If you would like to comment, please send your comments to ceo@cotant.org.au   
 

BUSY AT WORK HOT DESK  
We are delighted to report that we will be having a representative from Busy at Work located in the 
COTA NT’s office. Busy at Work is a federally-funded program that will provide advice and assistance to 
mature age workers looking for work. We feel that this program marries well with COTA NT’s charter 
and hopefully those looking for work will access this service. This should be available from late May. 
 

NT CONCESSIONS 
We have written to Territory Families regarding the telephone system for the two concessions 
schemes and a few other issues that are affecting people. Maybe a more efficient system needs to be 
in operation?  
 
Hopefully the debit card system for the Seniors Recognition Scheme will be put in place soon and this 
will alleviate all the delays in receiving either reimbursement or having to produce paperwork.   
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Wouldn’t it be terrific if on the 1st July or the 1st December, you received your annual $500.00 on your 
debit card? With selected vendors, you would have a choice on how to spend your $500.00, especially 
if you can’t travel. This could be so much easier for everyone, and the money saved on administration 
could be put back into the scheme. 
 

TRAVEL VOUCHER REMINDER – Don’t lose it! 
Whilst we’re talking about this $500.00, members of the NT Seniors Recognition Scheme* who have a 
2018-19 travel voucher are reminded to use them before they expire on 30 June 2019.  Unused travel 
vouchers can be transferred over to members’ water or electricity bill if they are not going to travel 
before they expire. This must be done by 31 May 2019. Contact the Scheme on 1800 777 704.  

*Northern Territory residents who are 65 years or older are eligible to receive an annual 
payment of $500 to use for travel, electricity or water. The payment is available to NT Seniors 
Recognition Scheme members and recognises the valuable contribution of senior Territorians.  
 

NT SENIORS CARD BUSINESS DIRECTORY 2019 
The latest edition of the printed NT Seniors Card Business Directory was launched recently and is now 
available at various venues. Over 100 new businesses registered for the scheme during the year, so 
don’t forget to get your copy and take advantage of the discounts, while at the same time supporting 
local businesses. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
We look forward to catching up with our members at our official reception on the 13th May, if not 
then, hopefully on the 31st May at 2019 Seniors Expo. We expect over 100 exhibitors to join us on the 
day - our biggest ever contingent - in this our 50th year, so please come along and enjoy the company, 
conversation, entertainment and some morning tea! 
 
Take care,  

Sue Shearer – CEO, COTA NT 
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