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From the Desk of the CEO 
COTA NT NEWS Issue 20: November/December 2018 

COTA NT 2018 SURVEY – MAJOR FINDINGS 
COTA NT has released the major findings of its recent survey and some of the results are not 
surprising, especially in relation to assisted dying/euthanasia. Over 78% of respondents were in 
agreeance with this stance. Over 68% of Territorians advised they will be staying in their community in 
the next five years, which is a good result for retaining seniors in the Territory. The major findings of 
the survey are available on COTA NT’s website for those who are interested in seeing the Seniors’ 
Survey 2018 Snapshot. 
Available on the COTA NT website, 
https://www.cotant.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/COTANT2018SeniorsSurveySnapshot.pdf  
https://www.cotant.org.au/about-us/who-is-cota/cota-advocacy/council-on-the-ageing-nt-2018-
survey/  
 

AGED CARE FORUM 
COTA NT was invited to give a presentation at the recent Aged Care forum in Darwin. COTA NT focused 
on the five urgent fixes needed for the Australian aged care system and will be pushing for these fixes 
to happen, even while the Royal Commission is underway. The 5 fixes relate to funding, legislation, 
compulsory publication, workforce and quality, whilst urgent funding is needed for all aged care 
packages.  
Copy of Presentation Available 
If interested parties would like a copy of the presentation given on the day, please contact me 
(ceo@cotant.org.au)  
 

PACIFIC LABOUR FORCE AGREEMENT 
We also met with the Chamber of Commerce regarding the Pacific Labour Force agreement this 
month. This agreement is ideal for filling gaps in the aged care workforce and the disability sector.  
Nurses and other aged care workers are trained, willing and very excited about the possibility of 
coming to Darwin. The agreement allows these workers to work up to three years in rural and regional 
Australia.  
 
With the projected shortfall of workers in the aged care sector, we are urging providers to take 
advantage of this scheme. For more information, contact the Chamber of Commerce on 8982 8100. 
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NEW RETIREMENT VILLAGE FOR COOLALINGA 
COTA NT was also privy to an information session held on the proposed new seniors’ rural retirement 
lifestyle accommodation to be located at Coolalinga. We think it is a much-needed and welcomed 
project and will allow rural residents to downsize, but also have the benefits of space.  
We are urging the NT government to look at Katherine and regional centres for these types of 
accommodation as well. One of the pre-requisites for this type of accommodation is obviously the 
pricing - we believe that it must be below $300,000. 
 

Medical Services Amendment Bill 2018 & Draft National Strategic Action Plan 
for Arthritis 
COTA NT has also been asked to provide submissions on the Medical Services Amendment Bill 2018 
and the Draft National Strategic Action Plan for Arthritis. We are very fortunate to have doctors on our 
Board, and one who specialised in geriatric medicine. They have offered to provide comment on these 
papers, but obviously we would like our members to provide comment too. 
Send Comments 
Please send your comments to me, via ceo@cotant.org.au. 
 

GROCERY UNIT PRICING - Have Your Say on the Future of Grocery Unit Pricing 
Another important issue is the Have Your Say on the Future of Grocery Unit Pricing. This is about the 
future of regulations being reviewed by the Federal government that require large supermarkets to 
provide the unit price for packaged grocery items (price per unit of measure – such as 100g and per 
litre) on shelf labels, etc. The review will determine whether the regulations should continue, and if so, 
whether they should be changed. Once again, your thoughts and opinions are important. 
Send Thoughts and Opinions 
Please send your thoughts and opinions to ceo@cotant.org.au.  
 

DERELICT AND VACANT PROPERTY LEVY 
We have also been asked to comment on the Derelict and Vacant Property Levy, which is being 
proposed by the NT Government. The levy is anticipated to apply to vacant land and unoccupied 
commercial buildings in the Darwin CBD from 1 July 2019. The levy will apply at a rate of 2% for vacant 
land and 1% for unoccupied buildings, based on the most recent unimproved capital value (UCV) of the 
property assessed by the Valuer-General. 
Send Comments 
Please send any comments regarding the proposed levy to me, via ceo@cotant.org.au. 
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FEEDBACK FROM OUR MEMBERS 
COTA NT welcomes feedback from our members and seniors in general. We need to ensure that we 
are representing most seniors throughout the Territory, so it is vital that we take your thoughts and 
comments back to the various agencies that are seeking these submissions and opinions. 
 

OTHER NEWS 
As you can see – it hasn’t slowed down here in the office at all. The COTA NT Chair, Jan Jewell and 
myself are off to Canberra to attend various meetings this week, especially in relation to My Aged 
Care. The next COTA NT News will now be at the end of January. This is also the start of COTA NT’s 50th 
anniversary year celebrations and we have in store some exciting events and activities across the 
Territory. 
 
On behalf of the Board and Staff here at COTA – we wish you a very enjoyable, safe Christmas and a 
very healthy, happy 2019; and thank you for being a part of the COTA NT family. 
 
 
 
Take care,  
Sue Shearer – CEO, COTA NT 
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