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From the Desk of the CEO 
COTA NT NEWS Issue 19: October 2018 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
COTA NT held its AGM on the 24th October at Spillett House and the office bearers remain the same. 
As written in the COTA NT constitution, Board Members are voted on every two years, so at the 2019 
AGM, all Board members will stand down and either re-nominate or retire.  If you are a member of 
COTA NT and would like a copy of the Chair or CEO reports, the new Strategic Plan or any other 
reports, please contact the office and we will email the report out to you. 

COTA NT SURVEY of SENIORS IN THE TERRITORY 
COTA NT’s survey closes at the end of the month but is still available online until then. Or you can 
request a hard copy by calling the office on 8941 1004.  We have had over 800 responses which is 
wonderful, but we would still like more seniors to complete our survey if possible. Please ask all your 
friends to complete it, if they haven’t already. 

ROYAL COMMISSION INTO AGED CARE  
A Royal Commission into Aged Care has been called by the Morrison Federal Government. While we 
feel this is long overdue, we will still be lobbying for five urgent fixes to be undertaken as soon as 
possible. For those seniors who wish to tell their story on behalf of a loved one, Darwin law firm De 
Silva Hebron will - at no cost to you - assist you with your particular submission (their service will be 
paid for by the Federal Government). 
 
I am also delighted to announce the first Aged Care Quality and Safety Commissioner has been 
announced. Janet Anderson, who has worked in Health and Territory Families in the NT, has been 
appointed to the role. 

MY AGED CARE COMMUNITY HUB SUBMISSION 
COTA NT has prepared a submission forming part of a national COTA tender for the delivery of a 
Navigation Tender and Community Hub. The navigation relates to the My Aged Care navigation system 
and if successful we will be able to have a dedicated staff member to assist seniors with this system.   
 
COTA NT has also written to the My Aged Care in Canberra, as we have received advice that over 60 
seniors who have been assessed by the Aged Care Assessment Team (ACAT) and who are eligible for 
the Commonwealth Home Support Program are still waiting for this service.  The service provider, 
however, has no funds left to deliver it. We have written to the Federal Government as a matter of 
urgency to release more funds and we will keep you posted. 
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NO COMPENSATION FOR LOSS OF EARNINGS 
Another issue brought to light is that Territorians still working over the pension age are not entitled to 
compensation for loss of earning capacity under Section 13, subsection (5a) of the Motor Accident 
(Compensation) Act NT. Seniors who work and are over the pension age pay for their Motor Vehicle 
Registration annually, and the registration fee includes a compulsory contribution to the Motor 
Accident Compensation Scheme. However, although they pay into the scheme, they can’t access 
compensation! There is a petition located in the COTA NT office and online and we thank one of our 
members, Penni Tastula for bringing this to COTA NT’s attention. We have written to the Chief 
Minister asking for this injustice to be recalled and to review Section 13 of the Motor Accident 
(Compensation) Act. 

SENIORS AND PENSIONERS TAX OFFSET (SAPTO) 
I would urge all seniors who have to do a tax return to check that their SAPTO has been claimed. The 
SAPTO can reduce the amount of tax you are liable to pay. If you are a senior, you must meet the age 
requirement for the age pension. This includes if you qualified for the Age pension, but did not receive 
it.  

NATIONAL POLICY MEETING 
In early November, COTA NT’s Chair and CEO will be in Canberra attending the National Policy Council 
meeting and discussing issues pertaining to seniors. We will be able to provide you with more 
information in the November issue of COTA NT News. 

Australian Energy Regulator 
The Australian Energy Regulator is in town today (Monday 29th October) for a public forum regarding 
the Power and Waters pricing submission for the next five years. Attendees will learn more about the 
generation and supply and how the costs for maintenance, especially with our intense climatic 
conditions, are calculated. (The forum is on Monday 29/10/18 from 12.30 to 2.30 at the Oaks Elan, 31-
33 Woods Street, Darwin). For our regional members, we hope to convince the AER to hold these 
forums in your part of the Territory. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE  
As many of our COTA NT members might know, COTA NT’s former CEO, Graeme Bevis, also a Life 
Member of COTA NT, passed away while on holidays overseas with his beloved wife Sally.  A Memorial 
Service will be held on the 9th November at 3pm at the Darwin Sailing Club for those who wish to pay 
their respects. 
 
 

Take care,  
Sue Shearer – CEO, COTA NT 
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