
 

COTA NT NEWS 
 

COTA NT Inc 
GPO Box 852 
Darwin NT 0801 

65 Smith Street 
Darwin NT 0800 
ABN 86 316 991 800 

P: (08) 8941 1004 
E: admin@cotant.org.au 
www.cotant.org.au  

 

From the Desk of the CEO 
COTA NT NEWS Issue 17: July 2018 

COTA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
As you are aware, COTA NT attended the national conference where the Federal Government’s “More 
Choices for a Longer Life” package was discussed. The Federal Treasurer Scott Morrison outlined its 
changes, plus the Minister for Health, Greg Hunt, and the Minister for Aged Care Ken Wyatt spoke. It 
was pleasing to note that not just health care, but the untapped potential of older workers and the 
“silver economy” is being recognised. The Federal Government now funding $17.7 million over four 
years to extend the government’s flagship business entrepreneurship program to include older 
participants. Seniors already contribute $11.9 billion per annum to the Australian economy in over 
379,000 businesses and launch about 14,000 new businesses a year. So “Seniorpreneurs” – let’s get 
moving with our ideas! 

SOLOMON CRIME AND JUSTICE ROUND TABLE 
COTA NT also attended the “Solomon Crime and Justice Round Table” organised by the Member for 
Solomon, Luke Gosling. The Palmerston Mayor was also in attendance. Discussion primarily centred 
around youth crime. The Federal Government, who ordered the Royal Commission now need to put 
their hands in their pockets and pay for all the recommendations from the Royal Commission. 

VETERANS’ ADVOCACY AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
COTA NT was excited to be invited to be a part of a scoping study into Veterans’ Advocacy and Support 
Services, which we believe is extremely important. We will be looking at issues that face Territory 
veterans and their families and look at providing a sustainable, consistent and reliable advocacy 
service. 

PRIMARY HEALTH NETWORK - NT 
We have also been following up with the Primary Health Network – NT regarding the workforce gaps 
in caring for seniors, accommodation, respite care and quite a few other issues.  We have been in talks 
with Dr Suzanne Belton – the Regional Partnership Manager for PHN and we look forward to 
continuing to work with her. 

COTA NT SURVEY 2018 
Last but least, is news that the COTA NT survey will be coming to a place near you soon. We will also 
be e-mailing it out to our members.  This is very important as we need this information to lobby on 
your behalf. If you see COTA NT staff in your regional shopping centre, please stop and take time to fill 
out the survey. Also, if you receive an email, please also try and fill out the survey. If you visit our 
website or the Seniors Card website, we will have a link for to you to visit to complete the survey 
shortly. 
 
Take care, Sue Shearer – CEO – COTA NT 
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