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All the best to our readers for the new year
For COTA Coomalie Branch we expect to continue with
our current activities and build on our two newer areas,
the Gardening Group and the Batchelor Markets.
The gardening group has energetic people who are keen
to build up the strength of the group and the
committee will look for ways of supporting the
development of this group over the coming year. It is
hoped that the reach of the group might be extended to
the whole of Coomalie
It has become clear that the Batchelor Markets need
funds for new signage and some recreational
equipment for children. The committee will work
closely with Market Coordinator Denise Wright, to
maintain and develop the markets as a bright, vibrant
and regular feature in the Batchelor calendar.
During 2016 the committee commenced discussions
with both Batchelor Area School and Adelaide River
School about supporting students in the “healthy living”
side of their programs. We were pleased that Adelaide
River School took up our offer to sponsor their class
awards for health living. Funds that come from
donations made by our exercise group participants will
be used to build on this liaison during 2017.
Getting to know what COTA NT Coomalie Branch is
doing in Coomalie is important to developing our ability
to meet the needs of our target group and their
community. I personally would like to see our
distribution list for this newsletter to grow from it‘s
current 61 to over 100.
Darryl Butler
Editor
89760160
cotacoomalie@gmail.com

Fourth Monday of the month
Monday 23 January 2017
Booking essential
Call Jan on 89760255

Morning Tea
Friday 27 January
from 9.30am
Rum Jungle Bowls Club

Quiz Nights
First Saturday of the Month
Saturday 7 January 2017
7.00 for 7.30 pm
Rum Jungle Bowls Club
Bring Food to Share
$5 to play

Men’s Shed

2 Cutler Place Batchelor
Tuesdays 8.30-2.00
Call James Wright on 0488195410

Batchelor (B3) Exercise Group
Resumes Tuesday 10 January 2017
5.00pm-6.15pm
Research Building BIITE
Call Darryl on 89760160

Adelaide River Exercise Group
Resumes Wednesday 11 January 2017
3.30pm
Library, Adelaide River School
Call Darryl on 89760160

Gardening Group
Sunday 22 January
11.00am
Rum Jungle Bowls Club
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Acknowledgement and Thanks
Coomalie Branch of COTA NT operates in Coomalie Shire promoting health and wellbeing for all people
over the age of 50. We are activity-based and our regular activities are freely available to all in our
targeted age group, regardless of their membership status. The branch only seeks acknowledgement
and consideration of its costs through donation by those participating in our activities.
We are a branch under the constitution of Council on the Ageing NT Incorporated (COTANT). The
address of COTANT is Spillett House, 65 Smith Street, Darwin. Our branch activities are insured under
the public liability and product liability insurance policies held by COTANT. Our branch has connection
with wider advocacy for older people undertaken by COTA organisations in each State and Territory and
as part of the federation of such organisation operating as COTA Australia.
COTANT is an entirely NT based not-for-profit organisation and as a branch COTANT we are almost
entirely dependent upon the support of our volunteers. We raise our own branch funds through local
donations and fund-raising. As part of an incorporated organisation we can and do apply for
government grants for specific projects. We gratefully receive sponsorship from local businesses who
support us in specific activities.
Some specific thanks to sponsors of recent events:





For sponsors of our Christmas Hamper fundraising raffle please see page 4
Sponsors of our 2016 Christmas Pageant were RS Gardening, the Batchelor General Store
and local member Gary Higgins along with the participation of the Batchelor Police, and St
John’s Ambulance.
Rum Jungle Tavern supports us through sundry donations, “over-and-above“service and
generosity in allowing us to use their facilities for events at minimal or no cost.
Not forgetting all the volunteers that make our activities and events happen and make
them the success that they are.

Christmas Raffle A Winner
The 2016 Christmas Hamper Raffle was on by Marg Duminski from Palmerston.
The raffle itself raised just over $1,000 for the work of Coomalie Branch. This
money will be used by the branch to pay costs of our activities and extend what
we can do. As an example, we are already planning to spend at least $500 to
assist the Batchelor Markets with signage and some activity equipment for
children. This should all be in place by the time the markets commence again in April.

Gardening Group
The gardening group committee is meeting this month to look at plans for the rest of
the year. This might include visits to local gardens and firming up a project or two.
The January meeting of the group will be held at the Rum Jungle Bowls Club on
Sunday 22 January at 11.00am. The group is on the lookout for new members and
local gardens to visit. Give Darryl 89760160 or Mary 89760379 a call or come to the
meeting on 22 January to meet people.
Original art by Sue Munro

Men’s Shed
The Men’s Shed is continuing to be open on Tuesday mornings throughout January. Why not take the
opportunity to come along, maybe stop for a BBQ lunch.
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Dinner Dance

Christmas Pageant
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COTA NT Coomalie Branch

Christmas Hamper Raffle
2016

THANKS TO OUR AMAZING
SPONSORS
Woolworths Coolalinga
Mr Prawn
Batchelor General Store
Rum Jungle Bungalows
The Butterfly Farm and Pet Garden
Batchelor Service Centre Shop

Thanks to everyone who bought tickets
And
Thanks to Rum Jungle Tavern for selling tickets over
the bar and allowing us to use their cool room
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