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COTA NT in Coomalie
On 3 April, 2009 six people met to discuss forming an
organisation specifically for older people in the
Coomalie Region.
A small steering committee was formed to organise a
public meeting to put the proposition that a branch of
COTA NT be formed in Coomalie.
The public meeting was held on 18 May 2009 and was
attended by 17 people with 7 apologies. A branch of
COTA NT was formed with Frieda Brown, Sue Munro,
Renata Hubel, Blake Palmer and myself as chair of the
first committee. The branch was formally approved by
the Board of COTA NT at their August 2009 quarterly
meeting.
The Coomalie Branch has developed gets to know the
issues of older rural people through its activities and
networks. This approach is now being used effectively in
Darwin with a range of activities available for older
people. COTA organisations in other states are now
considering developing similar approaches.
There has been a lot of gratification for me in the
achievements of the branch but I have reached a point
personally where I need to reduce my involvement and
will do so progressively this year.
My strongest ongoing commitment to COTA activities
and a personal priority, will be to continue the two
Exercise Groups into the foreseeable future.
Editorship of this Newsletter is one activity I will hand
over quite quickly to a new editor and I will work with
Prue King over the next few months to achieve this end.
Writing this editorial has also prompted me to consider
putting some time into making a record of the short but
important history of COTA in Coomalie.
Darryl Butler
Editor
cotacoomalie@gmail.com

Regular Events
Bus to Darwin

Fourth Monday of the month
Monday 24 April 2017
Booking essential
Call Jan on 89760255

Morning Tea

Last Friday of the Month
Friday 28 April
from 9.30am
Rum Jungle Bowls Club

Quiz Nights

First Saturday of the Month
Saturday 6 May 2017
7.00 for 7.30 pm
Rum Jungle Bowls Club
Bring Food to Share
$5 to play

Men’s Shed

2 Cutler Place, Batchelor
Tuesdays 8.30-2.00
Call James Wright on 0488195410

Batchelor (B3) Exercise Group
Every Tuesday
5.00pm-6.15pm
Research Building BIITE
Call Darryl on 89760160

Adelaide River Exercise Group
Every Wednesday
3.30pm
Library, Adelaide River School
Call Darryl on 89760160

Batchelor Markets
Sunday 9 May
8.00am – 1.00 pm
Contact Denise Wright
89767117 or 0488 195 430
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Coomalie Area Gardening Group
The group started in 2016 and is a collection of people whose interest and experience in
gardening varies from beginners to experienced. Meetings have been happening monthly
and have included visits to a number of local gardens in and around Batchelor. The group is
keen for their activity to widen to include more gardeners across the whole Coomalie
region.
The group was started up under the auspice of Coomalie Branch of COTA NT and will now that is its up and
running will continue as a separate entity.
The Coomalie region is great for gardeners and if you are interested in being on the mailing list for the group
please contact Mary Ashely who prepares the Gardening Group newsletter.
Mary’s contact details are: evavalleylot41@gmail.com or ring on either 89760379 /0417816422.

Senior’s Month
Coomalie Branch will work closely again with Coomalie Council on Seniors Month Activities and more information
about all of these will be available when the results of funding submissions are received from the NT
Government.
The Coomalie Branch of COTA NT is planning another Coomalie Seniors Picnic at Batchelor Oval and has made a
funding submission to the government to assist us with this event. We are hoping this event will occur on Friday
4 August and we have already booked a performance from the Grey Panthers.

Address for Coomalie Branch of COTA NT
The Coomalie Branch has a new mailing address
COTA NT Coomalie Branch
PO Box 275 Batchelor NT 0845
The branch email address continues to be:
cotacoomalie@gmail.com
The branch does not have its own telephone number but telephone numbers for the people organising our
activities are included each month in the Coomalie Branch Newsletter.

Community Markets
The Batchelor Markets started up for 2017 on Sunday 9 April and the
next market will be on the second Sunday of the month, Sunday 14 May.
Congratulations to Denise Wright for a great start to the season. Contact
Denise on 8976 7117

The Adelaide River Craft Market operates through the Dry Season in
Glen Huitson Park. Call 89760547 for more information.
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